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Carroll Cloar (1913-1993) 
 
 
Carroll Cloar was born on January 18, 1913, outside Earle, Arkansas.  He lived on a cotton farm 
with his parents, two older brothers, and an older sister, who unfortunately died.  Cloar was not 
particularly close to either of his parents.  He was fearful of his father, and later he would paint 
his father as a large and intimidating man.  His relationship with his mother was warmer, but still 
they were never very close.  Cloar's mother did tell wild stories that influenced his painting. 
 
As a young child Cloar went to school near his home, then attended high school in Earle, 
Arkansas.  In high school, he won an art award from the James Lee Art Academy in Memphis 
that inspired him to pursue an art career.  In 1930, Cloar moved to Memphis to go to 
Southwestern as well as James Lee Art Academy.  He soon became overwhelmed with both 
loads of work, so Cloar decided to drop out of Lee Academy and continue with his English major 
at Southwestern.  Cloar began to feel bored with his studies, so he changed from an English 
major to a Spanish major. 
 
Cloar decided he wanted to become a cartoonist, so he moved to New York to work and study.  
He soon discovered that he was not meant to be a comic strip writer.  However, Cloar did find 
that he had a talent for lithographs.  He moved out west and he ended up in Mexico.  While he 
was there he continued working on lithographs that were more about his life in Arkansas than of 
Mexico.  The Second World War temporarily interrupted his work, but he did paint figures on 
bomber airplanes.  After the war he returned to Mexico; a year later he moved back to New York.  
There Cloar signed with his first gallery. 
 
Life Magazine published some of his lithographs underneath the title of "Backwoods Boyhood."  
The article was Cloar's first major recognition.  It greatly influenced him to continue with the 
theme of Southern Culture, so he moved back to Memphis in 1955.  There Cloar ensconced 
himself in Southern culture.  He was also close to home which was a primary resource for 
painting themes.  Cloar was interested in depicting childhood memories because he was 
searching for his own identity.  Through the use of his memory and photographs he recreated a 
mystical childhood. 
 
Carroll Cloar's paintings of Southern culture bring a whole new respect, image, and perspective 
of the South.  Because Cloar's work had more meaning than just a painting of the South his 
paintings have a stronger feel than other artist who try to depict the South.   
 
 
 
 


